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Alastair Salvesen, the Chair of The Dovecot Foundation, is delighted to announce that Dr Brian Lang 
CBE FRSE has been appointed the Chair of Dovecot Studios. 
  
Dr Lang brings a wealth of experience and expertise in the leadership of organisations from 
the University of St Andrews to the Royal Scottish National Orchestra. He has held a number of 
senior posts in the conservation and heritage sector, including Head of the Historic Buildings Branch 
in the Scottish Office, Secretary of the National Heritage Memorial Fund, and Director of Public 
Affairs at the National Trust. In 1996, while he was Chief Executive and Deputy Chair of the British 
Library, he commissioned Dovecot’s largest commission at that time, the R B Kitaj tapestry titled If 
Not, Not, which still hangs in the library today. 
  
From 2005 until 2011 he was Chair of the Scottish Committee of the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
Deputy Chair of the National Heritage Memorial Fund. He is currently Chair of Edinburgh World 
Heritage, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and Trustee of National Museums Scotland. For the 
eight years up to 2008 he was Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of St Andrews. 
 
 Alastair Salvesen said “I would like to welcome Dr Lang as Chair of Dovecot Studios which is 
committed to the development and continuity of textile skills in Scotland. I am pleased to relinquish 
this role and very much look forward to working with him and his wise counsel to maximise Dovecot’s 
potential to inspire artistic collaboration and innovation.”  
 
Celia Joicey, Director of Dovecot Studios, said: “We are delighted that Brian Lang has been appointed 
Chair of the Board of Dovecot Studios. His knowledge and commitment to Scottish arts and heritage 
will prove invaluable as we develop Dovecot’s ambitious plans for the future. I look forward to 
working with him to ensure that our collaborations with artists and designers continue, and that the 
skill of tapestry weaving remains relevant in the 21st century.” 
 
Brian Lang said: "With its century-long heritage and unique combination of a world-class tapestry 
workshop and enterprising building where exceptional craftsmanship is displayed, I am absolutely 
delighted to be appointed Chair of Dovecot Studios. This is an opportunity to increase the visibility 
and profile of Scottish tapestry internationally and to forge a sustainable future for Dovecot through 
good governance and expanding partnerships.” 
  
 -ENDS- 
  
Biographies:  
Dr Brian Lang has held a number of senior posts in conservation and heritage, including Chief Executive 
and Deputy Chair of the British Library from 1991 to 2000. Dr Lang was appointed Principal and Vice 
Chancellor of the University of St Andrews in 2001 and served for eight years. He was Deputy Chair of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, and Chair of its committee for Scotland, from 2005 to 2011. He was Chair of the 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra from 2008 to 2015. He is currently Chair of Edinburgh World Heritage, 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and Trustee of National Museums Scotland. Dr Lang was awarded 
a CBE in the 2016 Birthday Honours List for services to the Arts, Heritage and Education. 
Celia Joicey is Director of Dovecot Studios. Prior to her appointment in 2017 she was Head of the 
Fashion and Textile Museum in London and has also worked at the National Portrait Gallery, London, 



the Royal Society of Arts, the Victoria and Albert Museum and University for the Creative Arts. She is 
a graduate of Cambridge University and the Royal College of Art. 
Alastair Salvesen is the Chairman of The Dovecot Foundation. He was awarded the CBE in December 
2009 for services to the arts and charity in Scotland. Salvesen is a Chartered Accountant, an MBA 
and DSc and a Director of Archangel Investors Ltd. He is Chairman of Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, and a 
Director of several other companies. He has been Deputy Chairman of the Fettes Trust and is a past 
president of the Royal Highland and Agricultural Society and the British Frozen Foods Federation. He 
is a farmer and forester and enjoys the countryside and developing young businesses in Scotland. 
  
Further press enquiries: 
Lizzie Cowan, Marketing & Communications Manager 
Dovecot Studios, 10 Infirmary Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1LT | 0131 550 3660 
lizziecowan@dovecotstudios.com 
 
About Dovecot Studios: 
Dovecot Tapestry Studio 
Dovecot Tapestry Studio is a world-renowned producer of hand-woven tapestry and gun-tufted rugs. 
Continuing a century-long heritage of making and collaboration with leading international 
contemporary artists, the Studio weavers are dedicated to producing extraordinary and engaging 
works of art by commission from private and public collectors from across the globe. 
Dovecot Gallery 
Dovecot Gallery is a landmark centre for contemporary art, craft and design built around a leading 
international tapestry studio. Occupying an extraordinary building in the heart of Edinburgh, the 
Gallery works to programme, commission and produce exhibitions and events for audiences and 
clients who share Dovecot’s passion for making and the creative arts. 
Dovecot Foundation 
Dovecot Foundation exists to champion Dovecot Tapestry Studio and its place in the world of 
contemporary art, design and making. The Foundation puts the Studio at the heart of this mission in 
supporting the Dovecot Apprenticeship Programme, collaborations with leading artists from around 
the world and development of cultural and educational partnerships. Ultimately, the Foundation 
seeks to bring the innovative work of contemporary artists and makers to a wider audience. 
 
History 
Dovecot Studios was founded in 1912 by the Marquess of Bute, a patron of the arts. The first 
weavers at Dovecot, Gordon Berry and John Glassbrook, came from the renowned William Morris 
Studios at Merton Abbey in Wimbledon. Dovecot’s first commission was for a series of monumental 
tapestries for the Marquess’ own home at Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute. 
 
In 1946, the Studios were incorporated as The Edinburgh Tapestry Company. Dovecot soon became 
established as a leading contemporary fine art tapestry studio, with works commissioned for major 
public, corporate and academic institutions worldwide. As a key player in the renaissance of tapestry 
in the 20th century, Dovecot’s Master Weavers worked with many leading contemporary artists 
including David Hockney, Henry Moore, Frank Stella and RB Kitaj. 
 
Dovecot’s Master Weavers continue to work to commission, producing tapestry and tufted rugs for 
private and public collectors. Major tapestry projects include Chris Ofili’s The Caged Bird’s Song, 
Alison Watt’s Butterfly for Scottish Opera’s new Theatre Royal, Peter Saville’s Monarch of the Glen 
and Magne Furuholmen’s Glass Onion.  Working with artists such as Linder, Than Clark and Garry 
Fabian Miller on recent rug commissions have further tested the boundaries of creativity and play 
with what the process allows. 
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